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11" Annual Focus on Farming Conference

Back to the Farm
November 20, 2014
Evergreen State Fairgrounds, Monroe, WA

Participants spent an outstanding day of learning, networking and enjoying farm fresh local products prepared by
regional gourmet chefs. Local and national farmers shared innovative ideas, and attendees learned how new and
upcoming farmers are shaping the future of the agricultural world and providing tomorrow’s food.

Keynote Speakers

Keynote speaker Fred Kirschenmann, a longtime national and international leader in sustainable agriculture, presented
the lunchtime keynote address. Fred shares an appointment as Distinguished Fellow for the Leopold Center and as
President of Stone Barns Center for Food and Agriculture in Pocantico Hills, New York. He also continues to manage his
family's 1,800-acre certified organic farm in south central North Dakota. Robert Thayer, emeritus professor of landscape
architecture at UC Davis, presented the morning keynote address, touching on issues of farming the bioregion.

Sessions
Some of the top experts in the country presented 24 great workshop classes in six industry tracks (see program next

page).

Trade Show
In addition to excellent keynote speakers and educational workshops, attendees got to experience a trade show
featuring everything from new tractors and irrigation equipment to greenhouses and new gardening tools.















Keynote Speakers

Robert Thayer, FASLA, FCELA

Fred Kirschenmann
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Fred Berman

Project Manager for Client Services, Rural
Cooperative Development, Agricultural Processing
Initiative with Northwest Agricultural Business
(enter.

Chris Bieker

QOutreach Coordinator for the Farm Service Agency.

Wayne Carpenter
Founding partner of Salish Coast Enterprises.

Micaela Colley
Executive Director of Organic Seed Alliance (0SA).

Victor Colman, JD

Victor is Director of the Childhood Obesity
PreventionCoalition and Co-Chair of WA State
Food Systems Roundtable.

Sharon Collman
Horticulture and IPM educator for WSU Extension
in Snohomish County.

Matt Ferguson, E.A.M.P.
Practicing acupuncture and Chinese medicine in
the Northwest for the last 18 years.

Brad Gaolach

Brad is a Community Sustainability Specialist at
WSU CAHNRS/Extension, and a member of the
Regional Food Policy Council.

Jean Hales
PTAC Program.

Vivian Henderson
Farmer; Sustainable agriculture activist; Co-founder
of the NorthWest Asian Medicinal Herb Network.

Karen Hills

Earned an M.S. in Soil Science from the University
of Vermont and a Ph.D. in Crop Science from
Washington State University.

John Holeman
Plant Pathologist at the Washworks at the Monroe
Correctional Complex.

Chris Iberle
Chris manages marketing and distribution for
Seattle Tilth’s farmer training programs.

Debra Ann Inglis

Debra Ann is a research and extension plant
pathologist located at WSU’s Northwestern
Washington Research & Extension Center.

Cheral Jones
WA public procurement and contracting.

Tricia Kovacs

Coordinates education and outreach for farm to
school and on-farm food safety projects at the
Washington State Department of Agriculture.

Chad Kruger

Chad is Director of the Washington State
University Center for Sustaining Agriculture &
Natural Resources.

Rebecca Linville

Focuses on technical systems and business
solutions within organizations. Responsible for
implementing new financial and management
system databases. Lean Practitioner for the
Department of Enterprise Services. Facilities
workshops and meetings to produce results.

Edwina Martin-Arnold

Small business owner, and prior to working at
Office of Minority & Women Business Enterprises,
was a Prosecuting Attorney for King County and
the City of Seattle.

Carol Miles
Professor in the Department of Horticulture at
Washington State University.

Lucy Norris

Oversees marketing programs for Northwest
Agriculture Business Center, and is the founding
director of the Puget Sound Food Hub.

Jason Niebler
Founding director of the Sustainable Agriculture
Education (SAgE) Collaborative.

Servando Patlan

Business Diversity & Outreach Manager, at the
Washington State Department of Enterprise
Services.

Janet Poncelet

Formerly of Simplot as a Technical Services
Representative and has just joined the Wilbur-
Ellis Team.

Kathryn Quanbeck
Program manager for the Niche Meat Processor
Assistance Network (NMPAN).

Bob Rock
Partner at Skagit Valley Malting and a brewing
and instructor at Skagit Valley College.

Steve Ross
National Assessment Services Supervisor with
USDA, AMS, LPS, Quality Assessment Division.

Tim Ross, DAOM

Involved in TCM research since 2003.

Jo Lynne Seufer

Risk Management Specialist with USDA RMA’s
Spokane Regional Office serving Alaska, Idaho,
Oregon and Washington.

Rob Smith
Works with SAgE, managing the development of
the SAgE student farm and developing curriculum.

Mardi Solomon

Mardi is Coordnator of the Whatcom Farm-to-
School Support Team and Member of the Whatcom
Food Network Steeri ng Committee.

Claus Svendson
Department Chair for the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation at Skagit Valley College.

Peg Tillery
WSH&G garden editor and writer and a retired
WSU Kitsap Extension educator.

Melissa Turkington
Melissa is the founder and Executive Director of
North 40 Farm Food SPC.

Sherrye Wyatt
Executive Director of the Northwest Cider
Association.

Mercy Yule, EAMP
Co-founder of the NorthWest Asian Medicinal
Herb Network.



